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PREFACE

THIS book is an attempt to sketch the history of
three singularly interesting episodes in the literary
. relations between France and England, namely,
the visits of Voltaire, Montesquieu, and Rousseau,
during periods extending respectively from the
spring of 1726 to the spring of 1729, from the
autumn of 1729 to the spring or early summer of
1731, and from January 1766 to May 1767. It is
an attempt to supply what has not been supplied
elsewhere, or indeed treated in any other way
than occasionally and collaterally, by any previous
writer, so far at least as I know.

The volume has grown up by successive accre-
tions. The first sketch of the portion treating of
Voltaire’s visit appeared in the form of two articles
in the Cornhill Magazine for 1882. In 1886 these
articles were greatly enlarged, and in their new
form appended to Bolingbroke : a Historical Study,
published in that year by Mr. John Murray. They
are now again revised and extended by the addition
of much new material collected since, and assume
here their final form. The first sketch of the
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